2015 Women'’s History Month Theme: Weaving the Stories of Women’s Lives

VA Butler Healthcare and the EEO Diversity Committee are working together to
remember our Nation’s Women Veterans and are asking you to:

Dedicate a Quilt Square in Honor of a Woman Veteran

We are assembling a quilt to honor our Women Veterans. The quilt will be made up of individually designed
squares; each one devoted to a Woman Veteran. One quilt square is designed and dedicated to each
Veteran’s memory and may mention the dates served, rank, branch of service and the name of the woman.
When submitting for a friend, or loved one, if you are using personal information or a photo, please obtain
permission to do so and provide documentation as such. This will need to be verified prior to assembling the
quilt. Please complete the Release of Information form and send it to us along with the quilt square and other
documentation material.

To be honored and remembered on The Women Veterans Quilt the only requirement is that the woman must
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. Supporting documentation for verification may need to be provided;
i.e. a copy of the DD214 or discharge papers.

Technical Information

Quilt pieces should measure 10 inches horizontally by 10 inches vertically. The creative use of special details
(bangles, sequins, etc.) is encouraged. Please leave a margin of at least one-half-inch on all sides of the quilt
square.

If you know of any woman whose military service fits the particulars, please contact us at the address below.
If you would like to remember someone by contributing a quilt square, please send the Submission Form to us
along with the quilt square and other documentation material no later than April 30, 2015.

Please note that we have volunteers who will help create quilt pieces for those who would like to provide
fabric and/or information. Fabric can be provided upon request. The plan is to have the finished quilt on
display at VA Butler Healthcare. We also intend to create a virtual quilt where the quilt and the individual
pieces will be presented on our website. The Virtual Quilt aims to put a face and a story on every quilt piece.
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325 New Castle Road

Butler, PA 16001

724.285.2778 or 724.285.2575




Ideas for Quilt Squares

Things to think about:

e Help us learn about your loved one — who they were, what they liked to do, what you as a family like to do together.

e Please incorporate the following into your quilt square: the first and last name of the person to whom the quilt
square is dedicated and their military branch, when they served, what they did in the military, or where they served.
(For example, Jane Doe, Army Nurse, 6/27/50-3/1/51, Korea).

e Feel free to include additional information such as the dates of birth and death, hometown, special talents, etc. We
ask that you please limit each panel to one individual (obvious exceptions include siblings or spouses).

e What visual images or symbols represent your loved one’s interests, skills or hobbies?

e What best expresses your love and feelings for your loved one?

e Use materials that can be washed or vacuumed so that your quilt square will endure.

Your love and acknowledgment are all that are required to create a quilt square.
You don't need to be artistic or exceptionally talented to contribute a panel for the quilt.
You can make your panel as plain and simple, or as decorated and ornate, as you choose.

You may use any cloth, remembering it will be displayed and handled. Batting for the panels is not necessary, but
backing is recommended.

You may choose to use fabric of sentimental materials as a unit t-shirt, a uniform jacket, etc.
You may adorn a fabric square with a photo, poem, or quote.

Pins, panels, buttons may be attached. Please be certain they are secure to fabric and are not too bulky.

Your panel must be ten inches square, allowing a % inch border on all edges, leaving a nine-inch square for your design.
There is no need to finish the edges.

e Applique: Sew fabric, letters and small mementos onto the background fabric. Do not rely on glue because it
won’t last.

e Paint: Brush on textile paint or color-fast dye, or use an permanent ink pen. Please don’t use “puffy” paint; it’s
too sticky.

e Collage: Make sure that whatever materials you add to the panel won’t tear the fabric and be sure to avoid very
bulky objects.

e Photos: The best way to include photos or letters is to photocopy them onto iron-on transfers, iron them onto
100% cotton fabric and sew that fabric to the panel. Photos and printed matter may be transferred onto fabric
(available at many office supply stores, and photo specialty shops). Remember to request mirror image transfer
to iron to fabric. Please do not use actual photos.

Please feel free to include a written description of 300 words or less explaining your panel. These descriptions will be
included in the Virtual Quilt. Please also complete the release form which allows the VA Butler Healthcare to display
your panel and tribute on our Web site.


http://www.donors1.org/downloads/donors1_22_ndovtn2m.doc

2015 Theme | National Women’s History Project

This yeat’s theme presents the opportunity to weave
women’s stories — individually and collectively — into the

essential fabric of our nation’s history.

Accounts of the lives of individual women are critically
important because they reveal exceptionally strong role
models who share a more expansive vision of what a
woman can do. The stories of women’s lives, and the
choices they made, encourage gitls and young women to
think larger and bolder, and give boys and men a fuller
understanding of the female experience. Knowing

women’s achievements challenges stereotypes and

upends social assumptions about who women are and

what women can accomplish today.

There is real power in hearing women’s stories, both personally and in a larger context.
Remembering and recounting tales of our ancestors’ talents, sacrifices, and commitments inspires
today’s generations and opens the way to the future.

2015 is also the 35" anniversary of the Women’s History Movement and the National Women’s
History Project. We are proud that, after decades of dedicated research and technological
advances, the stories of American women from all cultures and classes are accessible and visible as
never before. Numerous scholars and activists helped shape the Women’s History Movement, and
also provided the research and energy which created and sustains the National Women’s History
Project. During 2015, we recognize and celebrate the many ways that women’s history has become
women into the fabric of our national story.

https://www.nwhp.org/womens-history-month/theme/
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